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RSS HOEVER ——_—_— that 
AY \\/ Y; went immediately before us, com= 
NWN that Divine and Gracious temper of 

\ 2\ \// — Pares . * per 
RRAS Soul that was in our Anceſtors, with that 
| — — |; and Atheiſtical Spi- 
1 rit that abounds among our ſelves, will have reaſon 
to exert the ſame paſſions for Chriſtianity, as the Fews 
had when they ereQted the Second Temple, and call'd 
tomind the Glory of the Firſt : The Prophet ſays , | 
that in their eyes it was in compariſon 48 Nothing. "Tis gag, 2.5; \ 
to be hoped that we have many Zerubbabels yet amongſt | 
us, that have burning in their breſts a true Zeal for 
God and Goodneſs, and that dare ſtand in the gap a- 
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eainſt thoſe Impieties, Herefies and Schiſms, which 
now threaten the Ruin of Religion ; there being ne- 
ver more need then at this ſcaſon, when the great E- 
nemy of wankind has ſo laid his Train by Atheiſts, Pa- 
piſts and Enthuſiaſts, as if he meant that no part or 
parcel of Chriſtianity ſhould eſcape him , that one 
ſtone ſhould not be lefr upon another,bur that it ſhonld 
be-raz'd up to its very Foundations. 

It would be a tedious and ſuperfluous task to di- 4 
ate upon thoſe principles , which do {ns Iu put an 
end to all Religion, viz. That the belief of a God 
and of Providence, of the Truth and Divinity of the 
Scriptures, of Heaven and Hell and the RefurreGtion, 

&c. are only the Scar-crows ſet up by cunning Black- 
coats that propheſie deceit and preach for a reward, 
And ir might be thought a reproach and infamy to the 
Nation to ſay, that theſe blaſphemies meet with no leſs 

W% publick and zealous a defenſe , than the contrary c * 
Pinions do with the devouteſt Advocates, A wicked- 
neſs that can ſcarce be para!lel'd in the moſt barbarous 
Ages of the World , all men <ndeavouring to uphold 
the Reputation of their Deities and their Religion, 
whatever obliquities they were guilty of in their pra- 
Giſcs, in not living up to the Rules of what they pro- 
feſs'd. Bur the formentioned princip!les have been 
ſo unanſwerably juſtifi'd and defegded by the cou- 

+ Sir cbarles rage and learning of ſome late + Writers, that the ve- Ff 

= M ry gates of hell, the power and policies, the wit and 

Dr. $:111n..” arguings of Atheiſts and Devils are not able to ſhake 

fleet, and batter them, 

o_ Teniſe®, That which this ſmall Tra& does chiefly aim at, is 
to repreſent the Ruins of Religion, rather as to its 
Circumſtantials and Inſtruments, than as to In 

an 
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and Subſtance : And yet nothing ſhall be enlarged upon 
but what is of that concern and moment, that without 
a due reverence and regard to ir, the very Foundations 
of all piety mult be ſubverted. 
- Andin the farſt place, That which preſents it ſelf 
tothe thoughts of all ſober winds, is, how thoſe Forms 
of whoiſomn words, the Creed, the Lords Prayer, and 
the Decalopue are generally difus'd and contemned by 
Diſſenters, and look'd on to be as needleſs and ſuper- 
ſtitious as the publick Liturgy it ſelf, There are few 
parochial Churches (unleſs ſuch as are fituated in 

eat Towns and Cities,or where ſome Loyal Gentle» 
man inhabits ) but where there is ſuch .a ſolitarinefs 
in the Aſſemblies , that there will ſcarce be fix per- 
ſons preſent to. hear the Recital of thofe Breviaries 
of Religion., moſt mens Devotion being confin'd to 
the hearing of a Sermon z and their. great care is to 
train up their Children and Servants, not'only to be 
ignorant of , but to throw Scorn upon thoſe Sacred 
Rudiments. And conſcientious Miniſters, though 
they uſe all imaginable methods with their people to 
be inſtructed in' ſome tolerable knowledge of their 
Duty, yet they find ſuch oppoſition and difcourage- 
ment, that they may almoſt with as much probability 
prevail with ſome Maſters of Families to ſacrifice 
their charge to Moloch, as prevail with them to fre- 
quent the Church, and be catechiz'd in the prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity. A Sermon from any ones lips 
pives a Swperſedeas to that Duty, though it ſignifie no 
more without it, than the building of an Houſe without 
regarding the Foundation. 

As for thoſe that retain any affe&ion for the pub- 
lick Aſſemblies, and vouchſafe their viſits to the 
SanQuary, 
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Sanftuary , yet many of ſuch enter Churches with 
ſuch irreverent behaviour , and demean themſelves 
in them with ſuch irreligious rudeneſs, as if they 
came rather to defie God than to adore God, A 
wickedneſs of that magnitude, that if it be not 
check'd by ſome ſevere Law, will of it ſelf make 
bavock of Chriſtian Holineſs; it being impoſſible 
that any one ſhould retain in his Soul worthy thoughts 
of God. , that dare behave himſelf irreverently with 
his Body in that place, where he pretends to wor- 
ſhip him. If we had no expreſs Command in the 
Scriptures for the decent demeaning of our Badies 
in Churches, yet the very light of natural Reaſon 
dictates it to be ſuch an undoubted Duty, that it 
ſeems unqueſtionable, unleſs by ſuch perſons that 
have loſt all ſenſe of Goodneſs, and are delivered up 
ro the diſtorted apprehenſions of a reprobate mind. 
In this inſtance , the Turks way plead more in their 
own defence, than the generality of the Engliſh Na- 
tion. And if external reverence to their Moſches 
(which are the places of their publick Worſhip ) 
declares their affeGion to Mahomet, they have far 
more love for him, than many Ergliſb men have for 
Chriſt. An vuncivil or unbanſonte A& ( which 
modeſty permits no one to mention, and ſhould re- 
{train others from doing, and that about private 
bouſes) is among them puniſhable with death, if 
done about the Walls of thoſe places which are ere» 
Ged for the Honor and Service of their Great Pro- 
phet, There is no doubt, but that as much may 
be ſaid for the Place Where, as the Time When, God 
is to be Worſhipped: And. 'tis as much the word 
of God, that we ſhould Reverence his Sanittuary, 
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} o keep his Sabbaths. But thoſe who moſt 2 


 inflance ware, than to the ftric# obſervation of the Feaſts * *e0rto* 
ad Fofts of their Churches. = P- 


| wake it part of their Religion to have their Souls ſo 
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contend for the one, eſteem it a piece of piety to 
be rude and irreverent in the other, ſhewing as little 
civility to Gods Houſe, as thoſe once did 2 Kings 2. 
unto Gods Prophet. 

The Lords Day that had formerly ſo many volumes 
written for its Morality and Obſervation, is now ge- 
nerally ſcorn'd and negleGed by Anabaptiſts, Liber- 
tines, &c. who in an open defiance to Chriſtianity 
and the Churches Laws, defignedly make choice up- 
on that Day to engage in the moſt ſervile works and 
drudgeries. The Feſtivals of the Saints have met 
with a far worſe fate, it being accounted Superſtiti- 
ous and ridiculous to praiſe God for their examples, 
which they are bound by all the tics of Chriſtianity 
to imitate, We have reaſon to believe that the Chri- 
ſtan Faith will be but ſhort-liv'd- among us, if we 
totally omit thoſe things which preſerve 1t in other 
places of the world. Now 'tis obſerv'd by a hte 
ingenious + Writer, that inthe Greek and \ Armenian 4 Mr. rcou's 
Churches, its Gonſerwation ts wot to be attributed'to - Preſent Stare 
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But we cannot expe better from thoſe perſons, who 


far debaſed., that they are ſo unlike Chriſtians as to 
kave off to be Engliſh-mer, retaining no Sentiments 
of love ar honour either for the places of Gods pub- 
lick Worſhip, or their own Native Country. What 
elſe wean the generality of SeGaries to follow the 
ſteps of Fulian, who ſcoff'd at thoſe places in which 
the Galileazx ( for ſo he call'd our Bleſſed Saviour ) 
was worſhip'd. There is nothing more ordinary 
in 


Hiſt. World. 
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- 4s there ' are Pariſh-Churches within England : e- 
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in the mouths of SeGaries, than ſuch expreſſions a; | 
theſe, © That they will freely pay to a Levie that is 
* made to pull down Steeple-houſes to mend the High- 
* ways , but will rather ſtarve and rot in a Jail 
« than contribute one farthing towards their repara- 
* tion 3 and that the Kings laſt Declaration for Indul. 
« gence” ſignifi'd nothing , unleſs he would command 
* them to pull down Steeple-houſes. A ſtrange in- 
ſtance of mens debauched and perverted minds ! viz. 
That Churches which have ever been eſteem'd the 
Glory and Renowa of England, ſhould be wiſh'd 
by thoſe perſons that moſt highly pretend to Chri- 
ſtianity to become ruinous heaps. This alſo may be 
farther aver'd , That moſt of our Barns and Stables 
in which we feed our beaſts, are more cleanly and 
deceht and in far better repair , than many of our 
Churches'in England, in which we worſhipour God. | © 
That Propheſie of Sir W. Rawleigh hath met with too 
exat a completion: For ſpeaking about Exghſb 
SeGaries, he ſays, That all coſt and care beſtowed and 
had of the Church ; wherein God « to be ſerved and 
worſhipped is accounted a kind of Pepery , and as pro 
ceeding from an ldolatrows diſpoſition : Inſomuch as time 
would ſoon bring it to paſS ( if it were not reſiſted) 
that God would be turned out of Churches into Barns, 
and from thence again into Fields and Mountains ind 
wnder the Hedges; and the offices of the «Miniſtry (robb'a 
of all dignity and reſpeit ) be as contemptible as thoſe 
places ; all Order, Diſcipline aud Church-government 
left to newneſi of opinion and mens fancies: yes and 
ſoon after as many kinds of Religions would ſpring up, | 
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very contentions and ignorant perſon clothing his fo 
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with the Spirit" of God, and bis imagination with the 
ift of revelation ; inſomuch, as when truth;” which is 
Js one, ſhall appear to the fimple multitude,” no lefi 
variable than contrary to it ſelf, the faith of men will 
ſoon «fter dye away by degrees , and all Religion held in 
ſeorn and contempt. Which diſtraftion gave a great 
Prince of. Germany cauſe of this anſwer to thoſe that 
perſwaded him to become « Lutheran ; Si me adjungo 
vobis , tunc condemnor ab aliis : $i me aliis adjungo , 
2 vobis condemnor ; quid fugiam, video ; ſed quid ſe- 
quar non habeo : If I zdjoyn my ſelf to you , | am con- 
aemned by others ; if | joyn with others, | am condemned 
by you: what | ſhould avoid I ſee, but | know not what 
I ſbould follow. God grant, that the fickleneſs of ſome 
perſons, -and the lukewarmneſs of others in matters 
of Religion , may not reduce them to the ſame ſtraits. 
Our wonder will be abated about the foremention- 
ed Inſtances, when both the Bleſſed Sacraments, which 
are the Badges and Teſſers's of our Religion and the 
undoubted Inſtitutions of Chriſt lye under as general 
a negle& and contempt , as any thing before ſpecifi'd. 
That of _ is not only deferr'd but deny'd to 
Thouſands of Infants in this Nation , and that not 
only by Anabaptiſts , but others who make the whole 
Office the profeſſed objee of their Scofls ; having as 
mean an opinion of the Baptiſmal Waters, as Naemen 
the Syrian had for thoſe of Iſrael, and ſhewing ro 
more regard to the Souls of their children, than the 
Oſtridge does unto her young. Parents that withhold 
their little ones from that Sacrament, do all they can 
to murther their Souls, if one Baptiſm be neceſſary 
(as it has alwayes been eſteem'd in the Church of 
Chriſt ) to the remiſſion of ſins. $9 that if the peo- 
B Wo 
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ple of Exglend are permitted to proceed in their 
negleas. and contewpes of Baptiſin, the cockle will 
ſoon overſpread the wheat, and inſtead of Chriitians, 
our Tovns and Villages will become the Herds of 
Heathens and Infidels, I omit to ſpeak of thoſe many 
Infants that are baptized in Seditious and Schiſinati- 
cal Conventicles , by which means they are accelio- 
ry to Schiſm, and conſequently their Baptiſm ſuch, as 
that the former and better ages wou!d have entertained 
wany ſad and fearful apprehenſions concerning it,as aiſo |. 
of thoſe deluded Wretches, who are prevail'd with by 
the perſwaſion of their Preachers to renounce theirBap- 
tiſin, and receive it again by ſuch abie perſons, whom 
one of ordinary quality would (to uſe Fobs words) diſ- 
dain to ſeat with the doggs of his Flock. I appeal to every 
conlidering Chriſtian, how far wany Chriſtians in Emg+ 

Mr. K5euu!'s land imitate herein the Infidels in Taxky, who never cir- 

PreſentState» exciſe thetr Children till the Age of ſeven years and up- 

P48-197- wards ; and then they dv it by a Barber or Chirwrgeon, it 
not being eſteemed a matter appropriated to the office of the 
Emauw or Prieſt; for the e Mahometan Believers make no 
fuch diſtinition asClergy and Laiety;for a man may ery wpon 
the Steeple to day,and like their Paſtor, be the farſt to lead 
hisCongregation to their Prayers,and expound ther Alcho- 
ran in the Pulpit ; and next day be expell'd bis Pariſh , 
& become free to any other ſecular insployment or profeſſion. 

And thoſe who have not abſolutely renounced their 
profetiion, bur continue in ſome meaſure to frequent 
the Church , yet moſt of theſe are ſo backward and 
negligent in coming to the Holy Communion ( which is 
deſerved!y ftiled by one, The Principal office of Relt- 
giows Aſſemblies ) that all the argwnents and entreaties 
of Miniſters cannot prevail with them to eſteem it an 

indiſpenſible 


(11) | 
indiſpenſible part of their Chriſtian duty 3 but they 
rather think it a matter of choiceand liberty, which 
according to their own pleaſures they may ingage in 
oromit. And if by earneſt entreaties and prudent 
infinuations, a Clergy-man can perſwade ſome few of 
his people ( which in many Pariſhes are ſo few that 
more would in times paſt have communica:ted with a 
ſick perſon ina private chamber) at any of the three 
great Feſtivals of the Church, to commemorate the 
Paſſion of their Saviour, he is fain to provide Bread 
and Wine at his own charges , the Church-wardens 
refuſing to contribute their endeavours in that mat- 
ter, being treated with a ſtrange kind of ſcorn and 
infolence , when they demand money to a Levie wade 
for any Concern of the Church. There are few foot- 
ſteps left-of the ancient Chriſtians, who in their recei- 
ving of the Holy Euchariſt,never negled&ed to lay their 
Offerings or Sacrifices upon the Lords Tabie, out of 
which they made proviſion for the Sacrament,and gave 
relief unto the poor. 
Paſs we next to Marriage ,- which-is ſo far from 
. reſembling the Union between Chriſt and his Church, 
that in this Age 'tis look'd onto be as ridiculous for 
the Proteſtant Laiety , as 'tis eſteem'd un'awful for 
the Rowen Clergy. And he is reputed a wiſer per- 
ſon" that waſts his Fortune in keeping an imperious 
Whore, than another who marries a chaſt Wife. And 
yet ſuch an one to many Husbands becomes fo trou- 
bleſome and unpleaſant in this laſcivious and van- 
ton Age, that in a few Months they forſake the Marri- 
ape-bed, and berake themſelves to that of an Har'ot, 
ſpending their own and their Wives Fortune in all 
wanner of ſenſual impurities. Some regard not the 
B degrees 
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degrees of conſanguinity, but aſſume a liberty to be 
joyn'd unto their own Fleſh: Others { and thoſe 
molt SeGaries ) deſpiſe the Solemnity and Rites of 
Marriage, relying upon each others bare words and 
godly meanings , which are preſently alter'd and diſ- 
ſolv'd by poverty, paſſion, contentions , &c. , and 
then they leave a Brood of Baſiard-Slips to a wide 
World, to inherit the ſhame of their Parents and the 
curſe of God. 

Chriſtian Burial is alſo under the ſame preſcripti- 
on ; the Generality of SefFaries making that to be a 
mark of Saintſhip, which, before there was any ſuch 
thing as the Chriſtian Religion , was eſteem'd the 
greateſt diſgrace of Humane Nature, and the infalli- 
ble teſtimony of Gods ſevereſt wrath , w#z. To be 
buried with the Burial of aw Aſs. And the omif- 
ſion of this decent Rite does perhaps give as much 
occaſion to the. Atheiſt to throw in our Teeth the 
disbelief 'of the Reſurregtion, as the Socinian 
had to think that we had embraced his Religion, 
when Gloria Patrt was not uſed in the publick Wor- 
ſhip. | 4 | 

And moſt of thoſe who are Excommunicated for 
offending againſt the Sacred Offices of Religion , of 
any. other Laws of the Churchs that Sentence, 
which was in the pureſt' times eſteem'd preeurſory 
ro the great Judpment of Chriſt, is ſo far. from ap- 
pearing dreadfu!, that by many perſons 'tis wiſh'd 
for and defir'd : For there are few that are Excom- 
municated by the Church, but do firſt Excommuni- 
cate themſelves, And that dreadful Sentence is ſel- 
dome purſued any farther than an Excluſion from the 
Aſſemblies of Chriſtian People ; the Criminal fearing 
no 
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no penalty from the civil Power, and the Spiritnal/ 
Cirtoviry much obſtructed in the' Execution of that 
Juriſdiction, wherewith they were formerly enabled 
for the correQion of ſin, and reformation of the Oft- 
fender. 1? 

If che Author and Funnder. of Chriſtianity be thus 
affronted in his Inſtitutions and Worſhip, 'ris not ro 
be expected that his Stewards and Miniſters ſhould 
meet with better entertainment, for why ſbould the Dif 
ciple be above bis Maſter , or the Servant above his 
Lord? Thoſe of the Clergy have reafon tobieſs God 
that they are not reduc'd to thofe calamities and hard- 
ſhips which their Predecefſors endured in the reign 
of King Fohn, when they were thrown out of the 
protection of his Laws and Scepter , and thereby ex- 
poſed to all the injuries ad violences that # malicious 
and rude multitude could a againſt ther 3;fome. be- 
ing butchered and robb'd, others impriſon'd or 
forc'd to leave their native ſoil and livelyhoods;there 
being no reſpe or regard given either to their per; 
ſons or profeſſions. Whether the like ftorm-may not 
overtake the Engliſh Clergy either in this or the ſuc- 
ceeding Ape, ſhall be lefr to others to preſage. 


| That it is not now out of the reach of: danger, is evi- 


dent from that ſcorn and coantewpt ,. that thoſe are 
generally expos'd to, that enxer into the; Miniſtry. 
And which-is yet' worſe, There are not a few. that 
put'the highe(t value upon themſelves, and look 
upon it 'to be the moſt certain ſign of Saintſhip 
and Grace, that they have hearts inclin'd to hate 
and deſpiſe a Miniſter. Nay things are come to this 
paſs, that a Miniſter cannot faithfully do his duty, but 


he wuſt diſgrace himſelf and diſ-oblige his people. 
Ta 
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To prove this, 'tis ſufficient to ſpeak of that in- 
diſpenſible obligation which lyes upon all Eccleſia- 
ſtick perſons ( that have a Cure of Souls to teach 
and maintain to the utmoſt of their learningand know- 
ledge, four rimes in a year the Kings Power and Su- 
premacy in matters Eccleſiaſtical. Now either Mini- 
ſters muſt diſcharge their duty in this inſtance, or 
they muſt not. If they do not , they betray their 
truſt, hazard Government, and expoſe themſelves to 
the diſpleaſure of God, as well as the ſeverity of the 
Law. But on the other hand , if they Tquare their 
Miniſtry by a Rule , and conſcientiouſly attempt to 
ſet up loyalty in the hearts of their people, then they 
are loaded with thoſe Appellatives of ſcorn, of being 
Formalifts, Time-ſervers, and whatever elſe the 
malicious wit of diſaffetied perſons can fix upon 
them. ' Nay , there are not a few that have forſa- 
ken the publick Afemblies upon this ſole account, 
That their Miniſters do not preach wp Feſws Chriſt, but 
the K ing. | 

The ſame event happens 'if the Miniſter reads the 
whole Liturgy 'and Offices of the Church. Where 
there is not ſome Loyal Gentleman to over-awe the 
ſpirits of the Vulgar, things are come to that paſs, 
that unleſs Clergy-men comply with their peoples 
humours, in omitting or wangling the Prayers of che 
Church, and making oblique refle&ions upon its 
Conſtitutions and Rites, and pirding at the vices 
of their Governours in Church and State; in one 
word , unleſs they will diſgrace their callings , 
wound their conſciences, hazard the damnation of 
their own aſwell as their peoples ſouls, by a 


ſneaking 'complyance with their peoples — 
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and by engaging in thoſe wayes and degas, which are 
commonly deſtruGive to Chriſtian piety,aſel as pyb- 
lick order and peace , they firſt looſe the affetions of 
their people to their Perſons and FunQion, and then 
their company in the Congregations, . 

The utmoſt ingenuity of the Yulgar is to cheat a 
Gentleman and the Parſon. As for 'the 'lafſt , He 
muſt be contented to part with his Livelyhoad af- 
wel as his Fame, if he will enjoy any peace in the 
Neighbourbood , where 'tis his lot to live, For 
whenever he appears in the vindication of | his 
own or the Churches Rights, the Pariſhioners have 
this infallible method of Revenge, viz. To forſake 
his Miniſtry, and engage all their Friends to fide 
with-ſame factious Preacher, and never more to re- 
ceive any inftructions. from his lips.. - There are few 
Tithes paid any farther than it pleaſes the humour 
of the' people. For when the Miniſter is debarr'd 
of bis dues; If he applyes himſelf co any Court of 
the Common Lew , there the remedy is worſe than 
the diſeaſe, the fucceſs never countervailing the 
charges which attend the Suit: If to Eceleftaſtict 


Courts, the weakneſs ( not to ſay as Mr. Thormdike Forbearance 


does the ſcandal ) of their FariſdifFions becomes & 9! Peralties, 
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temance. They fear no Excommunication, that 
withhold Rights from a Miniſter. And CI know 
not” upon what encouragement ) do as little value 
the Civil as the Spiritual efie& of that dreadful Sen- 
tence. To conclude this Particular, what with a 
total denyal of Tithes by ſome, and a partial pre- 
carious payment of them by others , and expenſive 
Law-Suits to recover and maintain the Churches 
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Rights z what with unequal Taxes and Town-Rates 
laid upon Clergy-men far above any other Inhabi- 
tants z the generality of them have nothing left 
to buy Books,- or maintain Hoſpitality , nothing 
left either for preſent proviſion or future ſubſe 
ſtence. 

IF it'be aid, that the Cauſe of all this miſery 
and contempt is to be aſcrib'd to the Clergy them- 
ſelves, that 'tis the ignorance of their minds, the 
cowardiſe of their ſpirits, and the vitiouſneſs. of 
their lives that expoſe them t9 the forementioned 
miſchiefs : There is no doubt but- there is too much 
truth in this' objze&ion. Thoſe words of that great 
Scholar and good man deſerve ſerious wry. vr 
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Clerzy are come t6 that height , that, till they be yve- 
formed , Reformation is not duly pretended againſt the 
See of Rome ; I will preſume to add,til! then, Schifin 
will never be ſuppreſs'd , nor true piety and good- 
neſs flouriſh and be reviv'd, The ignorances and 
immoralities of ſome Clergy-men are too notorious 
to be mentioned. ' But thoſe are not more miſchic- 
vous to the Church , than ſuch are , who for filthy 
lucre-ſake pretend conformity to the Churches Laws, 
but to eaſe themſelves and humour the people,make 
their pradtiſes contradi@ their Subſcriptions, read- 
ing the Prayers imperfealy and by halves, and that 
in ſuch a ruſtick and indecent manner, and with 
ſo little zeal, gravity and devotion, that many of 
the people who diſlike the publick Liturgy, are in 
ſome meaſure excuſable, ſince their Miniſters expoſe 
the Offices of the Church as much to their hatred and 
contempt, as once their elder Brethren did the Offr- 
1/28 of the Lord. As 
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_* As ;fox the Generality of the Clergy of 'Exgland, 
perhaps there wasnever any in the whole world thar 
gdid.,exceed:them :in: all thofe ornaments of worth 
and vertue, . that : might challenge the Jove:, reve- 
rence and admiration bf their people: - Ard thoſe 
whoare atherwife qualifi'd, let:Chem-Hy&:umder the 
bad of. their enemigs malice, and/ehvie-wwi} guilts. 
Buc let, the: defects ;andimmoratities of particular 
perſons be never ſo-notorions, yet it ill becomes 
the wiſdom and hvnour-of Authority, to permit the 
whole Miniſtry to be expos'd to the ſcorn and info- 
leacies of 'unreaſonable men, becauſe of the” faults 
which may too juſtly be: charged upon ' partieular 
perſons, For that would be to puniſh the righ- 
regus- with the wicked , and: wake void the In- 
Hhoptions of God, becauſe of the fins and infirmitics 
or, Men, ++ | (1 , | 

+ The molt imglacable Enemies of the Conforina« 
ble Clergy will acknowledge , that there are ſome of 
that Fun&ion', :who”are laborious and \ftudious in 
their places, aud faithful in their truſt : ' And theſe 
ought either to. be prote&ed.in the diſcharge of their 
duty, or acquitted from the obtigation '&f it.'' For 
if they meer with no other reward for their Conſci- 
encious conformity to the Churches Laws, in reading 
the Liturgy of the Church, aſlercing the neceſſi- 
ty of Regal-/power, and the Subjedas obedience , 
but the ſcorn of-Schiſmaticks* and” the apoſtacy of 
their people,' it will in a ſhort time” Tadden' their 
ſpirits, weaken their hands, and in the end cut the 
linews of Government, and render Monarchy as de- 
ſpicable as the Prieſthood ; _— Reaſonings 
and 
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and Harangues it has formerly ow'd as much its ſafe 
ty and honour, as to the Souldiers Sword, and the 
Lawyers Robes. And it may not be unworthy of 
regard , that thoſe very methods now us'd to make 
the Clergy contewptible, did not many years fince 
bring a King to a Scaffold , diſhonour and beggary 
upon the Nobility and Gentry , conſternation and 
ſlavery upon. all Orders and Degrees of men in the 
whole Nation , except ſuch as were Vaſſals to the 
Uſurper, and the Inſtruments of his Tyranny and 
Malice. 

It were to be wiſl'd, that thoſe ſcandals which 
ſome of the Miniſtry are too guilty of, and whichno 
Church was ever yet freed from , might meer with 
a more open ſhame and puniſhment, than has hitherto 
been inflicted upon thoſe who are Criminals. But 
the very ignorances and indiſcretions of the meaneſt 
part of the Clergy is tolerable and praiſe-worthy, if 
put in the ballance with the choiceſt abilities of thoſe 
Lay-Libertines, that invade the Miniſterial Office , 
and break through all the Bounderies of Law andOr- 
der. For whoever confiders what Feces piebiv do 
now undertake to gather Churches, and expotnd 
the Scriptures, he will conclude that Feroboams 
Prieſts were Scholars and Genelemen in compariſon 
of ſuch perſons. Their ignorance, non-ſenſe, rude- 
neſs, and impudence is fo tnſuflerable, in pretending 
ta preach the Oracles of Life, that they poyfon onr 
ay Antidotes, and make Gods Word. a Fes de ſe, 

to ſpeak againſt every thing bur what they have 
a mind to, Inſomuch that there are now ſuch pro- 
digies of error and madnefs, which have taken poſ- 
ſeſſion 


(19) 
ſ-flion of the minds of the Falgar, that they render 
Chriſtianity bateful and 6rd wry fe mag 
that have not their ſouls ballanc'd with true good- 
neſs and wiſdom, and in the end will make the 
5 Commonalty as bad or worſe than the wild 
ſþ. For tobe religiouſly frantick or ſeditious , 
renders wen incapable of rational arguings and in- 
ſruions. Experience will inform any one that 
has made the obſervation , That thoſe who are ac- 
cnſtomed to believe lics, and to tread in the paths 
of Faction and Schiſm, are as unmannageable and 
as difficultly reduced to peace and truth, as thoſe 
perſons are to piety and vertue, that cun to ar ex- 
ceſs of riot , and are habituated to vice and wick- 
edncNo Former Heathens in worthipping their 
Idol-Deities , had. ever their Superſtitions guided 
by aRule; .- _ 
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But the Conventicles in this Nation ( that have Me- 
chanicks and Plough-men for their inſpired Preach» 
ers and Rulers) have no other rule than their own 
wild and extravagant fancies, fet on fire by Enthu- 
fiaftick rapturesand pretences to the Spirit, And 
' when their Brains are heated, they do-not only vent 
noiſe and non-ſenſe-, but wreft and diſtort the ſa- 
cred Scriptures, to defend their idle dreams and 
horrid Þlafphemies, againſt the Analogy of Faith 
and the Rule of good Manners, aſwel as the peace 
of the Nation, and the honour of Government. $0 
that if there be no top pur to this Spirit, our poſte- 

2 rity 
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rity, '1f-not we our ſelves, will be preſently brought 
tothe ſtate of the ten Tribes, 2. e. tobe a Lo-axmi, 
quite unchurch'd and rejzeted by God. For what 
elſe can be expegted, if every Sed-maſter may 
without :controle with his falſe wares, like the 
plague; walk at noon-day, and bring over multis 

_tudes-of well-meaning people, aſwel as. others that 
own no Religion, into a fellowſhip of his own in- 
tection. | 

Innumerable. have been the Pamphlets, which have 
appeared in:;the: world againſt the . inconvenience 
and. illegality of penal Laws in matters of Religionz 
the Authors of which bave alwayes hid the ſubſtan- 
tial merits of the queſtion concerning Toleration 
of contrary Religions in an eſtabliſh'd Church, un- 
der the Paralogiſms or ſpecious. reaſonings. of Ora- 
tory concerning forcing of mens conſciences,,the ne- 
ceſſity of Indulgence and Liberty in the preſent po- 
ſtures of affairs amongſt us, the great danger of ex- 
aſperating the numerous Sets in the Nation,@c- But 
certainly, Chriſtian Authority ( they are the words 
of a molt karned:man now .n Heaven.) « obliged to 
do thoſe good that are under its charge , againſt their 
wills, And the weakneſs of the Kingdom is to be 
aſcribed to the variety of its Religions. For Reli- 
gion is the great Cement and Tie of mens afie&ions; 
and'when they cannot agree concerning that , they 
will never unite their counſels and. ſtrength-to pur- 
ſue any honourable End for the, Publick Good. Be- 
ſides, thoſe who urge ſuch obje&ions do. very much 
erre,. either in not knowing, -or not believing the 

Scriptures. ' Fqr whoever heljeves the Authority:of 

| thoſe 
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thoſe ſacred Records, muſt alſo yield: his Aﬀent to 
the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion : And whoever 
does that, muſt alſo believe that the Divine Provi- 
dence is moſt concern'd and exercis'd in preſer- 
ving Chriſtianity ; And if ſo, he muſt yield, that 
this Providence will declare its wrath and vengeance 
from Heaven againſt thoſe Councils and Deſigns, 
which under pretence of ſecuring the publick peace 
do deflour the beſt of Religions, expoſing ic to a 
deluge of Herefies and Schiſins, and the deriſion of 
Atheiſts and Infidels. Nothing can be more diſhe- 
nourable and unchriſtian than to attain good ends 
by unrighteous means. And God will mock and 
infatuate that policy and craft that lays trains for 
the ruin of his Truth. Feroboaws Family was not 
eſtabliſhed upon the Throne of I/7ae/, when he made 
uſe bf his Regal power, in matters Eccleſiaſtical, co 
ere& and tolerate methods of worſhip ſubſervient 
to his own ( though miſtaken) intere(t againſt Gods 
expreſs will and diregions. And indeed to delis 
ver 'up Chriſtian Religion, and a well eſtabliſh'd 
Church, to the wills of Atheiſts, Enthuſtaſts and 
Papiſts, on purpoſe to preſerve them peaceable, and 
free from offering violence ro Government, is fuch 
another method,as was once uſed by the Babylonians, 
when they ſold their faireſt Virgins for Slaves , te 
put off thoſe that were decrepid and deform'd. Tn 
one word, Declarations to indulge all Diſſenters in 
Religion, viz. ſuch as are forſaken by God and Rea- 
fon, aſwel az thoſe which are more ſober and mo- 
derate,  are-but like Buſhes, which may perhaps ſe- 
cure a Traveller dry in a ſinall ſhower , but if it&e 
_ a 


SE $i 


a <” 


Ms. i ee a le en. LEE. I __R 4A” 


(22) 
a continuing ſtorm, he will be annoy'd more with 
the droppings of that ſhelter,than if be were expos'd 
to che open alr. 

We have freſh experience how ſhort-liv'd, Decle« 
rations are in the affairgof Religion , un'eſs they be 
enacted into the SanGion of a Law. Bur what poſ- 
ſible Law can be made for thoſe Congregations in 
this Kingdom, that aſſert themſelves to have the Law 
in their own power to be Secintens, Arrtens, 5c. and 
to preach and propagate the vileſt errors that ever 
yet came from the buttom'eſs pit ? A popular Reli- 
gion will unavoidably introduce and end in a popu- 
lar Government. For the freedom which incites 
men to make their pretences to the Spirit the foun» 
dation of diſſenting from an eſtabliſh'd Church, will 
encourage and provoke them at laſt to rebel againſt 
that Prince, who indulged them that liberty. And 
perhaps, when the Zealots for Indulgence are well 
thought on, there will be found very few of them, 
beſides 1. ſuch as are Papiſts, who a& againſt their 
own Princip!es; for if they fate at the ſtern of Go» 
vernment , they would never allow that hberty to 
the SeQaries, which they now plead for in their be+ 
half. It is well known who conduced the Head of 
all the SeRaries in England to his Majeſty, immedir 
ately before the Dec'aration for Indulgence appear- 
«d in the open light ; or 2. ſuch kind of Royalitts, 
who have aQually fought, or willingly ſubmitted to 
the Good Old Cauſe. Theſe two are the great Stick- 
ters for Liberty of Conſcience. And certainly a 
better cauſe than that is, wontd be ſuſpeted by ha- 
ving ſuch Advocates. _— 
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Let as many Books be written for Toleration as 
there are Volumes in the Yaticaw, theſe truths muſt 
be granted ; viz. That there can be no ſtability of 
Government in England, till there be a ſettlement 
of Religion ; no ſettlemenc of Religion, but by u- 
niting the affeRions of thoſe perſons that live under 
the fame form of Government, (for any thing is beſt 
preſerved, when "tis moſt united) no uniting of mens 
affections, but by an unity of Religion. That's 
the main Band of Unity , and if chat Staff be bro- 
ken, mens affe&tions will grow wider and wider, 
till they liſt themſelves into Parties and Sefts; and 
when that is done, the finews of Government will 
wax weak and languid 3 and that , not only for that 


Subdrv 
in the band of the contrary Party ; but alſo becauſe 


every Se& will endeavour the extirpation of that 
Se& which is above it, and make the deſtruction of 
that the ground of its own advancement, and its own 
advancement the means of the others deſtraQtion. This 
we have ſeen evident in our own Nation, where all 
Sefts and Parties were as wuch (and they are ſo ſtil!) 
divided in Dodrines, Principles, Modes of Worſhip, 
and Forms of Government from themſelves, as they 
were from the Church of England , againſt which 
they beaded all their councils and power, and did 
as imp'acably hate One another, as they did Epiſco- 
pacy. And whenthey had by their united endea- 
vors deſtroyed the Church, they fell foul upon ano» 
ther,and ſo would have continued (if the Divine Pro- 
vidence had not interpoſed ) till the ſtrongeſt had 
taken all. The 


reafon given by that admirable Hiſtorian , Every yin.conc. 
: fr Cauſe of Religion is 4 ſtrong weapon Trent. p.49+ 
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> The zeal and learning of that Authoy who ap. 
pear'd in the' behalf of the eltabliſh'd Religion a: 
gait Popery is highly conmmendable,- aſwel:-as/hig 
Diſcourſe was ſeaſonable aad rational. Pnt wight 


Religion in <p- NOT Moſt or all thoſe Heads of Arguments Which are 
paſeti:n ta Po* by him enlarg'd On apain't the Romaniſts, be applyed 
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and :mannaped with as uiuch ficceſ9 ob reaſon-againſt 
thoſe Factions, whocrumble _—_— into: 25/many 
tes, as once Democritas did the World into Aroms? 
Have not our Ezeliſb Enthuſiaſts(confidering the time 
of their growth and reign). debauch'd Chriſtianity, 
affronted Government , deſtroy'd Kings , deprived 
Chriſtians of the offices and comforts of Religion; 
and that only, for aſſerting the juſt Rights, and per- 
forming the indiſpenſible dutics ro'God and their So- 
veraipn ? Have they not done violence to all manner 
of Laws, to uphold” and ere&- their own FaGtions? 
Have they not taken away mens lives, names, liber- 
tics,” eſtates, and expos'd their Families to ſhame 
and beggary , without ſo much as an Inquiſition ? 
Have not Committee-men, Major-Generals, and High- 
Courts of Fuſtice been as dreadful and fatal to Exglifb 
Proteſtants,as afly Inquiſition in Spain or Italy? May not 
idleneſs as much increaſe and grow upon us by Lay- 
preachers that are continually ſeducing men from 
their Callings, to hear their Canting, and obſerve 
dayes of Humiliation, as by Abby-Lubbers,begging 
Friersand Monks, who live upon the ſweat. and la- 
bors of other people? For men'to be only uſeleſs 
in humane Society, 'tis not ſo prejudicial to Go- 
vernment, as that temper of ſpirit, which renders 
them impatient of Laws-and Rebellions againft Au- 
thority. 
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thority- For zeal to do miſchief is more injurious 
to the publick peace, than ſupineneſs in doingnothing. 
And if popery ſhould ever be admitted into Eng- 
land, the King would receive in a Forein or Civil 
War, as much aid from cloiſter'd Monks as from Se- 
Qaries, who generally believe all war unlawful , ex- 
cept that which they themſelves carry on again(t their 
own Prince and Country, 

Te muſt be granted that the Principles of Papiſts 
and SeQaries are equally levell'd againſt the ſafety of 
Kings and Government : but there is a wide difference 
in their exerting of them: for this is beyond all 
Controverſie ( notwithſtanding what the forecited 
Author mentions) that the Lay-papiſts of Exgland, 
j. e. thoſe of the refined ſort , ſuffered very deeply 
for their loyalty, and cook joyfully the loſing of tkeir 
lives and liberties, aſwel as their goods and eſtates, 
for the Royal Family, And no doubt but this was 
owing rather to the generouſneſs of their. Natures, as 
they were Exgliſb-men, than to the vital conſtitution 
of their Faith, as they were Papiſts. So that it con- 
cerns all in Authority, not to truſt them too far, but 
to conſider that mens natures are variable , and that 
it will be unſafe to ſubſcribe to the Popes Religion, 
unleſs they reſolve to ſubmit to the Popes Tyranny. 
However, the Engliſþ Papilt, for his courage and loy- 
o the laſt war, deſerves to be recorded in the 4x- 

s of Fame and Hiſtory. And perhaps this may 
not be unworthy of norice, that whenever the {ſar- 
per , or any of his Inſtruments of Bloud and Syco- 
phancy ( who were all profeſs'd SeQtaries) reſolv'd 
to take away the Life or Eſtate of a Papilt, it was his 
D Loyalty, 
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Loyalty, not his Religion, that expos'd him to their 
Rapine and Butcheries. There are more of the Kings 
Stbjedts m England, than what are lifted under the 
banner of the Roman Church , who think themſelves 
diſcharg'd from their Allegiance upon the account of 
Religion. And therefore ſuch perſons in point of 
juſtice, ſhould have the ſame penalties impoſed on 
them, to which Papiſts are now lyable by the Laws 
of this Nation. Neither have the Principles of Se- 
aries a lefs malignant aſpe@ rowards Chriſtian Ho- 
lineſs, than thoſe of Papiſts. The Pope of Rowe 
challenges to himſelf the priviledge of being infalli- 
ble: What leſs does the Sefary , when he ſayes that 
the Holy Ghoſt dicates to him matter and words in 
the performance of all Religions Duties, and that he 
does perſonally dwell and make his abode in his 
heart ? 'Tis no hard thing to prove, that a private 
ſpirit advanc'd above, or madtparilleT'to the Scrip- 
rures, 1s more prejudicial to Chriſtianity than Tra- 
dition, or che largeſt power that was ever yet afſu- 
wed by the Pope. Alas! for one infallible old Gen- 
tleman at Rome, we have thouſands of Hotſpurs in 
Emgland, that pretend to more of the Divine perfe- 
Gions than ever he did. Forif the Holy Ghoſt does 
perſonally 1-dwell in Sefaries, than they are perſo- 
nally poſſeſ.'d with a!l the glorious Attribures of the 
Godhead. Which is niore prejudicial to Proteſtaniſiv, 
to affirm there is no Church of England, or to ſay 
that the Roman Church is the Catholick Church ? 
And w hich does moſt prejudice Religion, the unli- 
mited power of a Foreiner to give Laws to this 
Chorch, or the No Right and Power to the King to 
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give Laws to it, alchough within his own dominions ? 
There is no perſon that has any ſober apprehenſions 
of Religion, but would rather hold communion with 
aChurch that has Laws,than with that which has none; 
my, which makes it efſencial to Chriſtianity, char ir 
ſhould have none ; for ſo our Sefaries do, when 
they ſeparate from this Church upon this account , 
That it is ſetled-by the Laws of the Land. And 
here I cannot but preſent the Reader with thoſe 
words.of Mr. Kycawt in his fore-mentioned Hiſtory 
of the Ottoman Empire, by which it will appear who 
was the pattern and prophet of our Erglifh Sefaries 
in their Reformation of Religion in theſe Kingdoms. 
The eMufti (ſays that ingenuous perſon) hath no Fus Pag.109. 
riſaittiow over the Emaums , as #0 the good Order 
or Government of the Pariſhes , nor is there any 
Superiority or Hierarchy xs to rule among ft them ; every 
one being Independent, aud without controle in his own 
Parifh, excepting his ſubjefFion in civil and criminal 
Cauſes to'the chief Magiſtrates ; and conſidering the 
manner of their deſignation to the Religions Office, the 
little difference between the Clergy and Laiety, and the 
manner of their fingle Government in Parochial Con- 
gregations, may uot unaptly ſeems to ſquare with the In- 
dependency of England , from which original pattern 
and example, our Sectaries and Phanatick Reformers 
appear to have drawn their copy. 

The Papiſts withhold the cup from the Latety in 
the bleſſed Euchariſt : The SeQaries deny the whole 
of that Sacrament to all! who cannot give certain figns 
of their converſion , and their being in a ſtate of 


Grace and Favour with God: nay, they make the 
D 2 whole 
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whole of both the Sacraments invalid to Salvation; 
by being adminiſtred ina ſtate of Schiſm,and by thoſe 
perſons, that have no more Authority or Right to 
aſſimne that power, than {zz4 had to lay hold upon 
the Ark, or Nadab and Abihuto ofier the ſtrange 
fire. 

The Papiſts lead their people in ignorance and 
darkneſs: but Monks and Friers are as learned as 
Millars and Taylors ; and the Latin Service as intel- 
ligible as myſtical Non-ſenſe z and the Prayers in an 
unknown Tongue as edifying ( and leſs injurious to 
Chriſtianity) than bold blaſphemies , and thoſe ex- 
preſſions which are the very deriſfion of Devo- 
tion. 

The DoGrine of the Reſurreition will ſooner re- 
c*ive its Oftraciſm by the omiſſion of the Rites of 
Burial, than by praying for the dead. And the Be- 
lief of one Catholick Church and Communion of Saints, 
will ſooner be deſtroy'd by the Independency of 
Churches, than if they all truckled under the See of 
Rome : And to dire& our Devotions to the bleſſed 
Virgin and Saints departed, is not ſo diſpleafing un- 
to God, nor diſhonourable and injurious to Religi- 
on, as tO pray for blood-ſhed and revenge , for- the 
ſacceſs of Rebels, the growth of 'Schiſm, and the 
rooting up of aneſtabliſh'd Church. . And the Ido- 
latry of the Papiſts will be as excuſable at the great 
Day of accounts, as the irreverent rudeneſs and ſu- 
perſtitious ſowerneſs of the Seary. Sin is more: 
encourag'd by making the condition of-its pardon 
to depend upon a ſtrong fancy and belief that it is 

pardoned, than by making it. abſolutely to depend 
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upon the power of a Prieſt, In one word, the groſs 
Uſurpation and Invaſion of the Prieſtly Office 'by 
Secaries to ere& Churches, ordain, baptize, 
adminiſter the Holy Euchariſt , preach, excommu- 
nicate, &c, throws more dirt upon the Chriſtian. 
Religion, than the groſſeſt errors in the- Roman 
Gharch. 

Theſe Inſtances make it appear to any unpreju» 
dic'd mind, That Fanaticiſm is as fatal ro Chriſtia- 
nity and Government as Popery. And this may be 
farther affirm'd, That the growth and increaſe of Po- 
pery in this Kingdom is chiefly to beaſcribed to Se- 
aries. It was almoſt fifty years fince the Jeſuits 
aed the Puritans in Speech and Geſture, as may be 
ſeen in Mr. Ruſbworths Hiſtorical CollefFionr. And 
that has been the method of the Rewiſo Emiſſaries 
ever ſince, viz. To put on the garb and habic of 
preaching Zealots, to get into Schiſmatical Conven- 
ticles, and there aſſume all the ſhapes of -Indepen- 
dency , Anabaptiſm , Quakeriſin, &c. to ſuit their 
DoGrines to the humor and opinions of; their ſeve- 
ral Auditories ; and thereby to abuſe the Scriptures, 
to beguil and pervert unſtable ſouls, and whine them 
into fears, jealouſies and diſcontents, and perſwade 
them that licentiouſneſs of opinion and praiſe is 
Chriſtian Liberty, and bold Rebellion againſt pub- 
lick Laws is inſpired Saintſhip. So that for. Autho- 
rity to ſtop the growth , or root out the profeſſion: 
of Popery in this Nation, and yet to permit and con-- 
nive at Conventicles, and indulge Sectaries in their 
great! Diana, Liberty of Conſcience, .is the ſame 
thing as if a Pilote, when in danger of — 

ou 
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ſhould iwp!oy his Sea-men to pump the water out;of 
his Ship , bur take no manner of care to ſtop the 
leaks through which the water was convey d. It in 
win (ayes D'avila) to cut off the body of a Tree, how 
high and lofty ſoever, if there be awy quick. roats teſt, 
which may ſend forth new ſprouts. 

The Komaniſt has been upon the riſing ground theſe 
many years: but this advantage was g:ven him by 
the SeGary. For the farther he departed from the 
Church of Ezgland, the larger was the proſpect of 
the Papal /Emillaries. And indeed, if. the violent Dif 
ſenters in this Nation had retain'd any veneration for 
Proteflaniſm, they would not have given ſuch advan» 
tage (o Popery, by ferſaking upon no wanner of pre- 
tence the- publick Aſſemblies, and ſerting vp their 
Calves at Dez and Bethel againit a!l Law and Reaſon, 
Conventicles alone would have been ſufficient'to have 
deſtroy'd the eſtabliſh'd Religion without that bold 
and untimely zeal, which the Jeſuite has /ately usd 
amongſt us. The Se@aries would have done his work 
to his hand without any of thoſe daring attempts, in 
whicHfhe has met a diſgraceful repulſe, If the Jeſuite 
had only trodden in his old beaten road, of proſely- 
ting the Debauches and Atheiſts of the Nation (for 
let any man name one honeſt and ſerious perſon that 
has turn'd Papiſt ſince the Kings return) and preach- 
ing in Schiſmatical Aſſemblies, &#c. Theſe endeaveurs 
would have effected his buſineſs ; for they would have 
kept us divided, andat a religious enmity ( which of 
all is moſt implacable) among our ſelves. The Con- 
ſequent of which would have been like that which 
Veſpefian obſery'd among the Fews, when he wouldnot 
attaque 
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attaque them by any hoſtile and 'war-like affaulr, 
but choſe rather to permit them to fait by their own 
hands, and periſh in their- o:vn animoſitics, 

And that which may be preſentedas a farther ar- 
gument to Authority, to attempt ſomething towards 
the ſuppreſſing or diſcountenancing of Secaries, is, 
that no afts of mercy or indu/gence ſhew'd. to them, 
did ever yet oblige their narures, fatisfic their de- 
mands, or appeaſe their diſconrents. The late De- 
claration gave the largelt liberty that ever yet was 
granted by any Prince unto difſenting Subze&s. Bur 
that was trampled on and made inſiguificant by the 
greateſt part of Index.endents and Anabaptilts, alwel 
as Quakers , who purſu'd their ma.ice to the very 
Fountain of Mercy and Goodneſs,crecing their Con- 
yenticles, and choofing their Preachers without any 
leave ov licence ask'd or granted fron Authority. So 
that it may be-truly aftirm'd, That this one. thing has 
been moſt obitinately purfu'd by SeGaries ever fince 
the miraculous Reſtauratian of. his Majelty, viz. To 
bring things to an extremity, and then to ufe that ex- 
tremity (which they theraſeivescaus'd) ſo inFnodeſt}y, 
as: to make it .the reaſon of their ov nunlimiced ang 
unreaſonable demands, which they have proſecuted 
with ſo reſolv'd an umportunity, that wonld admit 
ofno denyal, though their propoſals tended to Chri- 
ſtianitiesand rhe Kingdoms run. Y 

Would to God thoſe weighty words of a martyr'd 
Prince were ſeriouſly laid roheart. Tate heed of 4- 


betting any Faitions, or applying to any publick Diſcri- *1KQN 


minations in matters of Keligion, contrary to what ts 


Jour Judgment, and the Church well ſetlea; your partial "FW: le 
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adhering, as Head to any one ſide,gains you not ſo great 
advantages in ſome mens hearts (who are prone to be 
of their Kings Religion ) 4s it loſeth you in others; 
who think themſelves and their profe{ſion firſt deſpiſed, 
then perſecuted by you : Take ſuch a courſe as may ti 
ther with calmneſs and charity quite remove the ſeem- 
ing differences and offences by impartiality, or ſo order 
affair; in point of power , that you ſhall not need to 
fear or flatter any Fattion. For if ever you ſtand in 
need of them, or muſt ſtand to their courteſie, you are 
undone, The Serpent will devour the Dove. ou 
may never expett leſs of loyalty, juſtice or humanity , 
than from thoſe who engage in Religious Rebellion : 
Their intereſt is alwayes made Gods ;, under the colours 
of piety, ambitious policies march, not only with greateſt 
ſecurity, but applauſe, as to the populacy : You may hear 
from them Jacob's voice, but you ſhall feel. they have 
Eſau's hands. Let nothing ſeem little or deſpicable 
to you in matters which concern Religion , and the 
Churches peace ; ſo as to neglect a ſpeedy reformi 
and effettual ſuppreſſing Errors and Schiſms , which 
ſeem at firſt as a hand-breaath, by Seditious ſpirits, 4s 
by  firong winds, are ſoon made to cover and darken the 
whole Heaven. 


If it be urg'd, that the Factions are too ſtrong 
and potent to be dealt withal at this time eſpecially ; 
it being dangerous -to exaſperate enemies at home, 
while we have war abroad ; 'Tis anſwered firſt, That 
it ſeemsdiſhonourable to the great and wiſeAſiembly, 
aſwel as his Sacred Majeſty, that the Exgliſh Setary 
ſhould have ſuch a Devil that ſhould break through 
all chains and fetters, and that no Law or Lp - - 
coul 
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could manic'e or reſtrain him. Devi's as bad and 
boiſterous have been tam'd and reduc'd to order in 
paſt Ages by former Princes and their Parliaments ; 
witn-[s what was done by Edward the Sixth, and 
Queen Elizabeth,of famous memories. Befides,what 
is gain'd on the one hand will be loſt on the other. 
For the hearts and hands of all loyal SubjeRs that 
have born the heat and Þurthen of the day, will wax 
faint and feeble, if the Tabernacles of Atheiits , 
Schiſmaticks and Rebels proſper, and are permicted 
to lord it over oppreſſed Truth and Loyaley. Tet 


was the. ſaying of a great * States-man to Queen * The Lord 


Elizabeth , That 'tis the poyſon of all Government , 
when the Subjeit thinks the Prince doth any thing 
more out of fear than favour. And therefore the Ro- 
mans would rather abiae the utmoſt extremities, than 
by their Subjeits to be brought to any conditions, And 
in his Advice to that Princeſs, ſpeaking about the 
Factions then Predominant in Exgland, he has thefe 
words, To make them contented abſolutely, 1 do not ſee 
how your Majeſty either in conſcience will do, or in 
policy may ao it, fince you cannot without diſcontent- 
ing your faithful Swbjetts; and to faſten an unrecon- 
cied love with the loſing of 4 certain love , is to build 
a houſe with the ſale of lands, And to make them 
half content and half diſcontent, methinks carries with 
it as deceitful a ſhadow of reaſon as may be, fince there 
is no pain ſo ſmall, but if we can caſt it off we will ; 
and no man loves one the better for giving him the Ba - 
flinado, though with never ſo little a cudgel. But the 
courſe of the moſt wiſe and politick and beſt prounaea 
State hath ever been to make an aſſuredneſs of Friend- 
T | 
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ſhip, or to take away all power of enmity. Alas ! for 
State-phylicians to delay the purging of the Body- 
polirick for fearing of exaſperating it's corrupt hu- 
mars, way indeed for a ſhore ſeaſon ſecure its health, 
and keep it freth and lively , but the humors will tir 
at laſt, and they wil no ſooner move but-they' rape, 
and in ſpite of all remedies make death certain and 
inevitable. Wo to that Government that wants power 
or reſolution to make it felf obey'd : for it muſt be 
needs ſhort-livd, when the Superiour lives in ſuſpi- 
tion of the Inferiour , that ought to live in fear of 
hin. 

This is thought the critical time of ſecuring the 
Proteſtant Re'igion, it being now come to its verti- 
cal point, There is very Jr tle time left either to pal- 
late or put oft our grievances ; they will admit ofno 
adjournments or deiays, but muſt be ſpeedily reme- 
died, or we ruined. Tet a little ſleep, a little ſlumber, 
« little folding of the hands to fleep, will bring want and 
miſery upon us as an armed man: And then the united 
wiſdom and power of his Majeſty and his preat 
Council, will-not be ab!e to put any bounds to mens 
luſts,or ſtop that deluge of Confufion, that will over- 
flow the Engliſh Iſrael, ; 

Tr is from this Parliament, that ſuture Apes aſwel 
as that which is preſent,exped happineſs or infelicity. 
And the ſecurity of Religion is the proper Honor and 
Inheritance of Parliamen:s. And nothing candefend 
that but an extirpation of Hereſje and Schiſin ; and of 
all Hereſtes, Enthuſiaſm or Fanaticiſin , which like the 
plague in the body, converts all ſupplyes into its own 


walignant humor, and thereby renders the patient de- 
ſperate and incurable, Ir 
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Tt is well known who it was,thatchoſe rather ts Wear ,r3xoAN 


4 crown of Thorns with his Savieur, than ts exchange 
that of Gold for one of Lead, whoſe embaſed flexible- 
neſs would be forc'd to bend and comply to the various and 
oft py aictates of any Fattions ; when inſtead of 
reaſon and publick concernments, they obtrude nothing 
but what makes for the intereſt of parties,and flows from 
the \ 00m of private wills and paſſions. | 

ut if God in his infinite and ' wiſe Providence 
" ſhould ſoorder it, that thoſe who are the Guardians of 
Proteſtaniſm, the Props and Pillars of the Nations 
happineſs, ſhould ever be left ro the giddineſs of a 
deluded reaſon or perverted underſtanding; ſo as firſt 
to believe error, and take falſe meaſures of the King- 
doms ſafety and welfare ; and then manage the pub- 
lick councils and concerns according to thoſe mil- 
apprehenſions, then welcome Rome or Munſter, Ido- |, 
latry or Confuſion. 

But 'tis the hope and confidence of a:1 good men, 
that God will never forſake his Majeſty or his Great 
Council, by delivering then up to ſuch diſtorted ape 
prehenſions of things in ſacred or civil concerns, bur 
that he has cal''d the moſt honourable Aﬀſembly of 
Parliament for ſuch a time as this; and that they will 
engage and employ all their power and intereſts to do 
ſomerhing for Chriſtianity,. whichylike the man that 
fell among Thieves between Feruſalemand Fericho, is 
wounded and half dead. If there be a King in lſrael, 
why ſhou!d every One be permitted to do that which 
is ſeemly in his own eyes ? There isn2t a Charch upon 
Earth (Amſterdam not excepted) that dors by a pub- 
lick a& of Grace allow and indulge an indiftcrency of 
E 2 all 
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all Religions; butthey are ſti!l ſubje& to the mility 
Ty power, which ſupprefles or permits them acca 
ing as profit ariſes from ſuch contrary uethods of 
licy and Government. And pertaps i 1 "uy teu 
rational and ſafe 'to tolerate upon i 1..igs 
wayesa company of Rubbers aud Our-laws, ran 
open profeſſion of all Rel.gions in any regu a-140gie) 
ty ; unlef; it can be prov q that meus. purſes avs 
more worth than their ſouls, and that the peace of a 
Nation is not ſo wuch endangered by ſed, _ SY 
ries as Thieves. Let no true Chriſtian E 
therefore halt between two 6." Aigie but -42 God by >; 
Gea, follow him, if Baal, follow him. £ 


_ 


* 
, 4% 


